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1 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel
and settle there, and build an altar there to
God, who appeared to you when you were
fleeing from your brother Esau.”

2 So Jacob said to his household and to alil
who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign
gods you have with you, and purify yourselves
and change your clothes.



3 Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where |
will build an altar to God, who answered me in
the day of my distress and who has been with

me wherever | have gone.” 4 So they gave

Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the

rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them

under the oak at Shechem. 5 Then they set
out, and the terror of God fell on the towns all

around them so that no one pursued them.



& MNIJ| (Genesis 35:1-5)
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Genesis Stories...
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Jacob Stories... a A
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Conflicts Competition among... Wrestling

between: Jacob’s wives... with God...

Esau & Jacob Deception by Laban,
Isaac... Jacob’s Uncle ...




After Reunion ...

" “ ..Esau said, “Let us be on our
“Esau ran to meet way; I'll accompany you.”
Jacob ... threw his 13 But Jacob said ...“My lord

arms around his neck .. .go on ahead ...while | move
... Kissed him. along slowly at the pace of the
And they wept... flocks ...until | come to my lord
Esau looked up in Seir... So that day Esau
...“Who are these with started on his way back to Seir.
you?” 17 Jacob, however, went to
-Gen 33:4-5- Sukkoth... arrived safely at the

‘; g city of Shechem in Canaan...”

[ " s -Ge 33:12—18-




Dinah and the Shechemites
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was circumcised” - will be destroyed.” -Ge 34:25-30-



Returning to Bethel

“Then God said ...“Go up to
Bethel ...settle there... build an
altar there to God, who appeared
to you when you were fleeing
from your brother Esau.” 2 So
Jacob said to his household
....Get rid of the foreign gods ...
purify yourselves ...let us go up
to Bethel, where | will build an
altar to God...who has been with
me ...” -Ge 35:1-3-

The Bible and its Story, Volume 1: The Law, Genesis to Lev

iticus



His Vow... “When Jacob awoke from his sleep,

he thought, “Surely the LORD is In
“If you make a vow his place...” the next morning
to the LORD your ob took the stone he had placed
God. do not be slow nder his head and set it up as a
’ _ llar and poured oil on top of it...
N \A AR (@ B 1o d that place Bethel... Jacob
Ho L0 RV Ji[g el LRV I Made a vow... “If God will be with
e VA I EL B ...so that | return safely ... then
of you and you will § LORD will be my God and this
be guilty of sin.” ne ...will be God’s house, and of
Dt 23:21- that you give me | will give you a
tenth.” -ce 28:16-22-




INI - IR M- FEId  “Isaac’s servants ...discovered a

“ After Abram returne well ...But the herders of Gerar

defeating Kedorlaome quarreled ... they dug another ...
kings ... 18 Then Melc but they quarreled ...dug another

king of Salem broucg ...and no one quarreled ... saying,
bread and wine. He w: . Now the LORD has given us

of God Most High... : room...” he went up to Beersheba...

“Blessed be Abram | the LORD appeared ...“l am the

Most High ... who de God of your father Abraham... | will
bless you and will increase ...your
descendants ...” 25 Isaac built an
altar ...called on the name of the

LORD” -Ge 26:19-25-

your enemies into you
Then Abram gave hinr
of everything.” -Ge 1



Building an Altar

“Get rid of the foreign gods ...
purify yourselves ...
change your clothes ...
they gave Jacob all the
foreign gods ...the rings ...
Jacob buried them under the
oak... There he built an altar,
...called the place El Bethel,
because it was there that God
revealed himself to him when
he was fleeing” -Ge 35:2-7-

“The building of an altar:
-an act of obedience for
Divine instructions
-an act of justice
fulfilling a vow
-an act of gratitude
expressing Jacob’s
thankfulness for God’s
mercies”

-The Pulpit Commentary -

The Bible and its Story, Volume 1: The Law, Genesis to Leviticus



“Ascribe to the LORD
the glory due his name;
bring an offering ,
and come into his courts.
Worship the LORD

in the splendor of his hollness”
-Ps 96:7-9-
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