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19 Saul spent several days with the 

disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he 

began to preach in the synagogues that 

Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who 

heard him were astonished and asked, 

“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in 

Jerusalem among those who call on this 

name? And hasn’t he come here to take 

them as prisoners to the chief priests?”

Acts 9:19-24



22 Yet Saul grew more and more 

powerful and baffled the Jews living in 

Damascus by proving that Jesus is the 

Messiah. 

23 After many days had gone by, there 

was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill 

him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan

Acts 9:19-24



19 사울이 다메섹에있는 제자들과함께며칠 있을새

20 즉시로 각 회당에서예수가하나님의아들이심을전파하니

21 듣는 사람이다 놀라 말하되이 사람이예루살렘에서이
이름을 부르는사람을 멸하려던자가아니냐여기 온 것도
그들을 결박하여대제사장들에게끌어가고자함이 아니냐
하더라

22 사울은 힘을더 얻어 예수를그리스도라증언하여다메섹에
사는유대인들을당혹하게하니라 23 여러 날이지나매
유대인들이사울죽이기를공모하더니 24 그 계교가사울에게
알려지니라그들이그를죽이려고밤낮으로성문까지지키거늘

사도행전 (Acts) 9:19-24



The Church Age

Biblical & World History…



“But when God, who set 

me apart from my 

mother’s womb and called 

me by his grace, was 

pleased 16 to reveal his 

Son in me so that I might 

preach him among the 

Gentiles” 
-Ga 1:15–16-

The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts–Epistles, Apostles to Revelation

“He is my chosen 

instrument to proclaim 

my name to the 

Gentiles… to the people 

of Israel. 

16 I will show him how 

much he must suffer 

for my name” 
-Ac 9:15–16-

Saul’s Conversion



The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts–Epistles, Apostles to Revelation

“… there was a 

conspiracy among 

the Jews to kill him… 

his followers took him 

by night and lowered 

him in a basket through 

an opening in the wall” 

-Ac 9:23–25-

Saul’s Escape

“When he came to 

Jerusalem …the disciples 

…were all afraid of him, not 

believing that he really was a 

disciple. But Barnabas took 

him and brought him to the 

apostles… So Saul stayed 

with them …speaking boldly 

in the name of the Lord”
-Ac 9:26–28-



The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts–Epistles, Apostles to Revelation

On Cyprus (1st Missionary Journey)

“The two …sent …by the Holy 

Spirit ...to Cyprus …proclaimed the 

word of God in the Jewish 

synagogues ...they came to 

Paphos. …met a Jewish sorcerer 

…an attendant of the proconsul, 

Sergius ... The proconsul… wanted 

to hear the word of God. 8 But 

Elymas the sorcerer … opposed 

them and tried to turn the 

proconsul from the faith”-Ac 13:4–8-

“Then Saul… filled with the Holy 

Spirit, looked straight at Elymas 

…“You are a child of the devil …full 

of all kinds of deceit …Now the 

hand of the Lord is against you. 

You are going to be blind for a 

time...” Immediately mist and 

darkness came over him, and he 

groped about… 12 When the 

proconsul saw … he believed…”
-Ac 13:9–12-



“I have… been in prison… 

flogged ... exposed to death… 

beaten… pelted with stones… 

shipwrecked… in danger from 

rivers… bandits... fellow Jews... 

Gentiles … labored … toiled… 

gone without sleep… hunger… 

thirst… without food… cold and 

naked. 28 Besides … I face daily 

the pressure of my concern for 

all the churches” 2 Co 11:23–28.
The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts–Epistles, Apostles to Revelation

Paul’s Sufferings

“I served the Lord with great 

humility… with tears …in the 

midst of severe testing by the 

plots of my Jewish opponents. 

…I have not hesitated to 

preach anything that would be 

helpful to you …I have declared 

to both Jews and Greeks that 

they must turn to God in 

repentance and have faith in 

our Lord Jesus” -Ac 20:19–21-

“…the time for my departure is 

near. 7 I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. 8 Now there 

is in store for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will award 

to me on that day… not only to 

me, but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing”
-2 Ti 4:6–8-

About 1000 yr 
later



“From Cobra Worship to Gospel Proclamation”

brewminate.com/a-geographical-analysis-of-sub-saharan-africa/

“As a little girl, Abeba had 

never met a true follower of 

Christ. Growing up in central 

Ethiopia, where traditional 

spiritist rituals are commonly 

mixed with Islamic and 

Orthodox beliefs, Abeba’s 

family worshiped a live cobra 

that they believed held great 

power”

“The cobra had its own small 

house …Abeba’s parents regularly 

presented it with offerings of milk 

and food, hoping it would bless 

them …bow down before the 

cobra, and worship…

But the cobra did not bless their 

family. Abeba’s mother 

…developed debilitating 

symptoms. Eventually…died. Later, 

her father died …her three younger 

siblings also died …”

“She blamed the cobra’s spirit for their 

deaths. “I was the eldest …had the 

responsibility to …take care of the 

cobra’s needs.”

Fearing that the creature’s demonic 

spirit would harm her, Abeba ran away 

…Not wanting anything to do with the 

serpent, she eventually decided to visit 

a church… “I was really very dirty … 

but they were very kind. They treated 

me as a person, and they prayed for 

me.”

“During the time of prayer, Abeba said, 

the Christians cast demons out of her, 

and afterward her countenance was 

completely changed.

Abeba …underwent a dramatic change 

after praying …She had married at age 

13 but had been neglected by her 

husband. When she told him that she 

would not leave Christ, her husband 

threatened her with a machete. Still, 

Abeba didn’t let his threats stop her 

from attending church…”

“One of Abeba’s employers worshiped 

the spirit of a tortoise …When the 

tortoise died one day while Abeba was 

at church praying, the woman blamed 

her for the reptile’s death. Upon 

returning from church, she was 

arrested by awaiting police officers …

“What did I do wrong?” she asked ...

“You are following an imported 

religion,” they replied …The police 

chief asked Abeba if she had killed the 

tortoise, which she denied. 

“He told her he would release her if 

someone would pay her bail.

Abeba told … she couldn’t pay …and 

that she had young children …to feed... 

“I am calling on a great God, and he will 

come and release me,” she told him. In 

response, he spat on her and placed 

her in a cell… she prayed. “You are my 

leader… my guide. You brought me 

from the wilderness and showed me 

this light, so please come forward and 

shield me. God, please show yourself.”

“that evening, the police suddenly 

returned …ordered Abeba’s release. 

…he grudgingly confessed …her case 

had caused him so much anxiety that 

he could not eat dinner. So, he had 

come back to release her…

…Abeba continues to experience 

rejection in her community, she said 

God has been faithful to provide for her 

needs. She wants more people to know 

the truth that has set her free from the 

worship of demonic spirits.”
persecution.com/2025-11-abeba/?_source_code=EM25K3



“But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, 

I press on toward the goal to 

win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ 

Jesus” -Php 3:13-14-
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