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Acts 6:1-7

1 In those days when the number of disciples was
increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because
their widows were being overiooked in the daily
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all
the disciples together and said, “It would not be
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of
God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and
sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We
will turn this responsibility over to them.



Acts 6:1-7

4 and will give our attention to prayer and
the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased
the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip,
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas
from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They
presented these men to the aposties, who prayed
and laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of
God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests
became obedient to the faith.
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Biblical & World History...
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Stephen Before the Council :

“51 “You stiff-necked people! Your
hearts and ears are still uncircumcised.
You are just like your ancestors: You
always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was
there ever a prophet your ancestors did
not persecute? They even killed those
who predicted the coming of the
Righteous One. And now you have
betrayed and murdered him—>53 you
who have received the law ...but have

not obeyed it.”
-Ac 7:51-53-

Volume 10: Acts—EpistIes-, Apostles to Revelation



The First Martyr...

“54 When the members of the
Sanhedrin heard this, they were
furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy
Spirit, looked up to heaven ... “l see
heaven open and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.”
57 At this they covered their ears and, =

yelling ...rushed at him... beganto
stone him... Stephen prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit... do not hold |
this sin against them.” -Ac 7:54-60-

The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts—Epistles, Apostles to Revelation
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Withess & Persecution

"Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and |
teaching them to obey Yo
everything | have commanded * *
you. And surely | am with you @¢
always, to the very end of
the age.” -mt 28:19-20-

-

The Bible and its Story, Volume 10: Acts—Epistles, Apostles to Revela%n




Age of Persecution

Polycarp (AD 69~156)

“-The Roman proconsul took pity on
Polycarp and urged him to recant.
All he had to do was say, “Caesaris |
Lord,” and offer a little bit of incense to|*

Caesar’s statue, and he would live.
-Polycarp’s stalwart response: X s
“Eighty-six years | have served Christ, \ \tts
and He never did me any wrong. How N
can | blaspheme my King who saved |
me?” '

Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered, vol. 2 -—-

8. POLYCARPULS. j




Age of Persecution

Perpetua and her slave Felicity ( Felicitas)

“Both were ... were placed in the arena...
to face a rabid heifer ...with gladiators.
-Perpetua’s last ...words ...“You must all
stand fast in the faith and love one another,
and do not be weakened by what we have
gone through”

-Felicity, miraculously, went into labor two
days before the execution ...“What | am
suffering now, | suffer by myself. But then
another will be inside me who will suffer for | \
me, just as | shall be suffering for Him.”

G | . S .
Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered, vol. 2 allsouls.com/the-feast-of-perpetua-felicitas-march-7/
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“everyone who wants
to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be

persecuted”

-2 Ti 3:12-
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